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OPENING DAY 


On a winning day, 
a fan favorite is lost 


Chris Maloney, of Westbury, New York, holds a sign outside Citi Field on Thursday in memory of former New York Mets star Rusty 
Staub, who died early in the day. The outfielder became a huge hit with baseball fans here and in Montreal during an All-Star career that 
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spanned 23 major-league seasons. He was 73. Kathy Willens, Associated Press 


Aaron Judge is congratulated in the Yankees dugout after 
scoring a run in the fifth inning against the Blue Jays in 
Toronto. Tom Szczerbowski, Getty Images 


Fans mourn slugger Staub as Mets top 
Cards at home, Yanks romp in Toronto 


There was lots for Mets fans to cheer about Thurs- 
day at Citi Field: Noah Syndergaard’s blazing fast- 
balls, the hitting of Yoenis Cespedes and the home 
team’s Opening Day win, 9-4, over the St. Louis 
Cardinals. But a note of melancholy intruded with 
news of the death of Rusty Staub, a popular player 
for the Mets in the 1970s and ’80s. For their part, the 
Yankees pummeled the Blue Jays, 6-1, in Toronto. 


Their home opener is Monday. See Sports, Page 29 
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CARTERET 


Prosecutor 
lambastes 

leadership 
of police 


Orders new oversight 
of internal affairs unit 


Craig McCarthy For The Star-Ledger 


The county prosecutor admonished the 
Carteret police department’s leadership 
in a letter this week, calling its top sworn 
officer “ineffective” after reports of serious 
excessive-force complaints and failing to 
run background checks on gun buyers for 
two years. 

The scathing letter sent by Middlesex 
County Prosecutor Andrew Carey to bor- 
ough officials — which was obtained by 
NJ Advance Media on Thursday but dated 
Monday — orders the recently hired Cart- 
eret police director, Kenneth Lebrato, to 
take over the department’s internal affairs 
unit for at least six months. 

Lebrato is a retired assistant prosecu- 
tor, who worked previously as the bor- 
ough’s municipal attorney and under Carey 
during his time at the county prosecutor’s 
Office. 

Carey described Lebrato as “uniquely 
well qualified” because of his experience in 
the prosecutor’s office. 

Citing internal affairs issues in the letter, 
Carey calls Carteret Deputy Chief Dennis 
McFadden, who is referred to as the chief in 
the borough’s news releases, “ineffective in 
executing his official duties.” 

McFadden and Mayor Daniel Reiman did 
not immediately return calls for comment. 

The borough and its 50-person police 
force have made headlines over the past 
year after the violent arrest of a local teen 
involving the longtime mayor’s brother, 
Joseph Reiman, was captured on a dash- 
cam recording. 

Reiman — who had accounted for more 
than a fifth of the department’s incidents 
involving force during his 23-month ten- 
ure — has since been indicted on charges of 
official misconduct and assault in connec- 
tion with the May 31 encounter. 

The 31-year-old officer currently is sus- 
pended with pay. 

The prosecutor’s office, the top law 
enforcement agency in the county, is 
allowed under state guidelines to step in 
and appoint someone to take over a depart- 
ment’s internal affairs unit, allow that per- 
son to investigate and order others to inves- 
tigate potential criminal activity in the 
department. 

In the letter, Carey calls the intervention 
an “extraordinary measure” and writes, 
“It’s otherwise quite apparent that the 
Carteret Police Department is in need of 
SEE CARTERET, 4 
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Gun sales on the rise after mass shootings 


Increase linked to fear of tighter regulation 


Erin Petenko For The Star-Ledger 


Gun sales in New Jersey slumped after the election of 
President Donald Trump but are rising again in the wake of 
recent mass shootings, a sign that gun owners here may be 
concerned about tightening regulations, according to the 
latest data from the FBI. 

Background checks for gun sales increased dramatically 
during President Barack Obama’s tenure in office, but fell to 
a 21-month low after Trump’s election, according to the FBI, 
which tracks the number of background checks performed 
by licensed gun dealers. 

Such checks in New Jersey rose from 2,535 during July 
2007, before the Obama administration, to a monthly high 
of 12,656 in May 2013, midway through Obama’s tenure. The 
count in the state during the Trump administration dropped 
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last year from 10,993 in March 2017 to 7,034 in July. 

Since then, however, these checks have again been rising, 
most notably after the Las Vegas shooting in October that 
left 58 people dead and injured hundreds more. They remain 
at relatively high levels compared to the pre-Obama years. 
The number of monthly checks in New Jersey reached 9,443 
in November. 

“There’s definitely a correlation between people’s percep- 
tion of gun regulation and their likelihood and desire to buy 
guns,” said Joseph Blocher, a professor of law at Duke Uni- 
versity who specializes in Second Amendment issues. 

Blocher added, “There was a Trump slump after the elec- 
tion last fall. People’s fear of tighter gun regulations went 
away.” 

Federal law requires licensed firearms dealers to runa 
SEE GUNS, 4 
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Background checks by month in New Jersey 
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